PATENT ABSTRACTS OF JAPAN 



(5 Dint. CI. 



(1 1 publication number : 64-041 066 

(43)Date of publication of application : 13.02.1989 

G06F 15/38 



(21) Application number : 62-197219 

(22) Date of filing : 06.08.1 987 



(71) Applicant 

(72) Inventor : 



FUJI XEROX CO LTD 
OZAKI MASAHARU 
MATSUNAGA YOSHIBUMI 



(54) BACK-UP DEVICE FOR CONSULTATION OF DICTIONARY 

(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To facilitate dictionary consulting job for translation and 
to effectively use time by retrieving the divided words out of the 
dictionary data and inputting the dictionary information into the 
input document 

CONSTITUTION: An electronic dictionary retrieving device 2 
includes an input document analyzing part 22 which divides the 
document supplied from a communication means for each word, a 
dictionary retrieving part 23 which retrieves the divided words out 
of the dictionary data, and a dictionary information inserting part 24 
which inserts the retrieved dictionary information into the input 
documents. In other words, when a dictionary consulting request is 
received from a terminal equipment 1 by an electronic mail in the 
form of a sentence, the device 2 sends a document added with the 
dictionary information back to a user by an electronic mail in reply 
to a request. Thus it is possible to consult a dictionary for unknown 
words in the sentences without consulting the dictionary for each 
word. As a result, the sentences can be easily understood and the 
time needed for return of the documents can be effectively utilized. 
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[Preferred Embodiments of the Invention] 

(Page 342, line 1-20 in the upper right column to line 1-19 in 
the lower left column) 

Fig. 1 is a diagram showing the structure of a support 
device for consulting a dictionary according to the present 
invention, and Fig. 2 is a diagram explaining how consulting 
a dictionary can be made according to the present invention. 
In Figs. 1 and 2, numeral 1 is a terminal device, 11 is a CRT, 
12 is a keyboard, 2 is an electronic dictionary search device, 
21 is a document receiving unit, 22 is an input document analysis 
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unit, 23 is a dictionary search unit, 24 is a dictionary 
information insertion unit, 25 is an output document 
transmission unit, 3 is a communication circuit, 4 is a 
dictionary data, and 5 is a document. 

In the drawings, the terminal device 1 is a workstation 
for personal use. For example, when the user reads an English 
document and there is an unknown word, the English document is 
transmitted, with the addition of types of dictionary used (e.g. 
English Japanese dictionary) or the level of the difficulty of 
the word (e.g. only technical term or only less frequently used 
and difficult word) , to the electronic dictionary search device 
via e-mail using the communication circuit 3 such as local area 
networks or the like . After transmitting the document , the user 
is able to perform other tasks . 

Upon receiving the transmitted document, in the input document 
analysis unit 22, the electronic dictionary search device 2 
divides the character string portion of the input document data 
into words, and in the dictionary search unit 23, by identifying 
the type of the dictionary and the designated level of the word, 
the meaning of the word corresponding to that level is searched 
from the dictionary data 4. The dictionary information 
insertion unit 24 inserts the dictionary data into the 
appropriate place of the input document , and in the output 
document transmission unit 25, the document added with the 
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dictionary data is returned to the terminal device 1 via e-mail. 
The returned document is in the format in which the meaning of 
word obtained from the dictionary is aligned with respect to 
the input document, as shown in Fig. 2, thereby the user can 
easily understand the English document. 

This insertion format of the result obtained by the 
dictionary consultation, other than the above -described format, 
may be an insertion "right after the word or in series with the 
word" or "in a lump in the writing or aftermost of writing", 
or may be selected as the need arises . 

Further, if requesting a dictionary consultation is made for 
a large quantity of documents all at once, the user becomes able 
to perform other tasks before the response is returned, thereby 
their time can be used effectively. 
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Fig.l 



1 terminal device 

2 * electronic dictionary search device 

4 dictionary data 

21 document receiving unit (receiving the document data 

to be processed) 

22 input document analysis unit (dividing the character 

string portion of the input document data into words) 



23 dictionary search unit (searching the word from the 

dictionary data by designation) 

24 dictionary information insertion unit (inserting the 

dictionary data into the appropriate place of the 
input document ) 

25 output document transmission unit (transmitting the 

output document data added with the obtained 
dictionary data) 

Fig -2 



4 dictionary data 

21 document receiving unit 

22 word division unit 

23 dictionary search unit 

24 word meaning insertion unit 

25 e-mail transmitting unit 

returning the document to the user 
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